VOL. 47 ISSUE 9 • SEPTEMBER 2022

THE MULTNOMAH ANNOUNCER
Official Newsletter of Multnomah Presbyterian Church
7555 SW 45th Avenue, Portland, OR 97219
(503) 246-5459
MultPresChurch.org

FROM THE PASTOR

“And now I am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know
what awaits me, except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city
that jail and suffering lie ahead. But my life is worth nothing to me
unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—
the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace
of God."
- Acts 20:22-24
There is a moment in Acts chapter 20 where the Apostle Paul bids
farewell to the church in Ephesus (DISCLAIMER: in no way am I
comparing myself to Paul!). But I came across this passage
recently, and I was deeply moved by what Paul had to say. In this
chapter, Paul says goodbye to this beloved community, knowing
that he would not see them again. And yet, even in this moment,
his mind and heart is fixated upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
his God-given mission to tell others about him. I encourage you
to read Acts 20 in its entirety. It is simply breathtaking.
Sunday, September 11th will be my last day as Pastor of
Multnomah Presbyterian Church. I hope to see you in worship as
we give thanks to God for his faithfulness. As I prepare for the
next chapter of my ministry, there are a whole lot of emotions,
but the primary one is gratitude. I am deeply grateful for this
season of ministry, and I look forward to what God has in store
for you as a church. MPC is about to face a great deal of change,
but your mission remains: “the work of telling others the Good
News about the wonderful grace of God.” I pray God equips and
emboldens you to do just that.
Yours in Jesus,
Pastor Danny Peters
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Sundays at MPC
Worship with us at 10:30am
in-person or via our Youtube Channel

Worship Opportunities
Sunday, September 4th

Communion
SERMON: "THE PARABLE OF
THE RICH FOOL"
TEXT: LUKE 12:13-21

Sunday, September 11th

Pastor Danny's Farewell
SERMON: "YES AND AMEN"
TEXT: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-22

Sunday, September 18th
ALASKA TEAM SHARES
THEIR EXPERIENCES

Sunday, September 25th
SERMON: "STEPPING INTO
THE UNKNOWN"
TEXT: HEBREWS 11
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Yet another ongoing saga has finally been put to rest this month. Some of you may remember
seeing the addition of some less than appealing décor on the right side of our sanctuary this
summer - namely some blue tape on one of our lower stained-glass panes. This was applied due to
it being shattered from a mishap involving the garden bench. After getting a few quotes from local
businesses, we were finally able to have LaSorella Glass come out and replace it this month. Good
as new!

And with that window taken care of, now it's time to plan the maintenance of our other windows.
We approved a proposal from Bright Outlook Window Cleaning for $900 to wash all main church
building windows inside and out on September 5th & 6th, with the exception of the Sanctuary's
stained-glass windows. Amy Clements will work with her small group to clean the stained-glass
windows soon.
Lastly, we met with our account manager from City Wide Janitorial to discuss special floor
maintenance in the church. Though it hasn't happened yet as of writing this, we set August 29th to
do the vinyl floors (stripping, waxing & buffing) upstairs and down, so by the time you've read this it
will be complete and ready to start the fall season off right.
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SESSION UPDATE
At the August Regular Meeting, Session:

Received Margie Bender into active church membership via Reaffirmation of Faith.
Determined the need for a nursery attendant for Sunday mornings.
Agreed to add our Mission Statement to the bulletin each Sunday morning.
Authorized the use of funds in budget line item #341 for the church picnic on
August 28, 2022, and the farewell celebration scheduled for September 11, 2022.
Decided to hold an exit interview with Danny Peters within the next three weeks.
Session is working hard to make this upcoming Pastoral transition as quick and seamless as
possible, and will continue to update the congregation through the Announcer and Weekly
Bulletins. If you have further questions, please reach out to the church office and Vicki will have
an elder follow up with you.

QUILTERS
Greetings from the MPC Quilters Guild! Our new
season begins Monday, Sept. 12th from 1:00 to
3:00pm in the downstairs meeting room. We will meet
each Monday through June 2023, unless a holiday falls
on a Monday, and we would love to have you join us.
We only require that you be vaccinated and wear a
mask.
We welcome anyone who would like to help sew, iron,
or tie the quilts we have been making for CARES NW
for many years. CARES NW is a non-profit organization
that supports abused children.
Additionally, if you'd like to help us out but can't make
the time, we can always use fun fabrics for designing
quilts and large pieces (1 to 2 yards) of fabric for
backings. Keep us in mind if you come across any
spare yardage in your “cleaning out” projects.
Thanks so much from the Quilters!
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September Birthdays
2 Joyce Rosenbalm
4 Julia Meyer
4 Donna Rogers
5 Mike Bell
5 Dave Tomastik
5 Peggy White
6 Karen Black
7 Molly Dischner
7 Macy Lawrence
8...Cameron Andrews
8...Linda Jäger
15 Priscilla Downing
15 Elius Graff
15 Maicy Jane Kindrick
16 Steve Graeper
16 Melissa Milnor
17 Amy Barth
18 Bob Mullins
19 Elijah Hellman
21 Andrea Kuehnel
23 Mark Unrath
23 Cynthia Papke
24 Laura McCourt
25 Kiana Killian
26 Louis Nackley
26 Bob Plame
26 Samantha Soumokil
28 Paul Barnum
28 Theresa Haynes
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FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
F&A Committee met on August 16, 2022 to review our latest
financial reports. Budget performances for the month of July and
the first seven months of 2022 are outlined below.

In co mees
E xp en s es
N eten s es

L as t M o n th

Y ear to Date

..$..2 4 , 7 7 5
$ 26,474
$...(1 , 6 9 9 )

$ 214,729
$ 208,065
$
6,664

We ended the month with an account balance of $305,112.
Overall, we have a balanced budget for the year.
Our agenda included discussions on how to fund the annual
church picnic and the send-off celebration for the Peters family
on September 11. The funds will come from the unused
Wednesday at the Well account and should easily cover the costs.
We also reviewed the timeline and process for creating next
year’s budget. We will send our worksheets to elders in
September, review these in October, share the preliminary plan
with the congregation in November, and finalize it in January
2023 at Session. We will be including estimates of the cost of
recruitment of our new pastor.
Dennis Zerba informed the committee of key expenses for
building maintenance this coming month that included cleaning
costs for our floors and windows.
We will be meeting in September to continue the process of
developing the budget for 2023 and how to best support the
Pastor selection process.
May God bless and keep you,
Your Finance and Administration Committee
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DEACON NEWS FOR YOU
MEET YOUR DEACON

This month's spotlight is on Dave Tomastik, who is in his second year as a
Deacon co-moderator with Janet Lowrey.
Dave was born in New Jersey and is the oldest of four children, and
alternated living between New Jersey and California while growing up. After
graduating high school, Dave went to college for two years before joining
the army for three years. Moving to southern California in 1978, he lived
there until the year 2000, when he & Courtney settled in Portland, Oregon.
He has been happily married to Courtney since 1996 (26 years). They have
four children and three grandchildren. Courtney & Dave have been
attending MPC since November 2003.
Dave's chosen career was working as a software engineer / instructor for 33
years. He retired in April 2021.
When asked about vacations and traveling, Dave talked about living in Italy
for 13 months back in the 80s. He visited several other countries while
living abroad. His favorite vacation was rafting down the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon with his dad and brother.
When asked about things on his bucket list, Dave said he has hitchhiked
across the country, did some skydiving and climbed the German Alps. At
the top of his current list is to become a snowbird during the winter
months, and enjoy an apple pie shake at Denny’s with Allen Pinero.
When asked about something he has done in his life that he is proud of or
makes him happy, Dave replied, "Working through the 12-step program,
being married to Courtney who is the joy of my life, and enjoying our
children as they continue to grow."

PARTING THOUGHT

(This is a true experience and an example of how God speaks to us in many ways.)

Blessings
From Within
Our Church
We are thankful
for Dick White’s
successful surgery.
No more commuting
for Jordan Metz. She
was hired as a 6th
grade science teacher
in Auburn, WA.
As many in the MPC
family became COVID
positive this summer,
we were happy to
hear of speedy
recoveries and mild
symptoms.
If you would like to
share your blessings,
please send them to
Janet Lowrey,
Dave Tomastik,
or your own Deacon.

A young man was talking to his college professor about the class and his grades. The professor said
that the young man was doing fine – he was passing the class – but could get so much more out of
the class if he read and studied the textbook. Taking the class wasn’t just about getting a good
grade, but the knowledge and wisdom that came with learning.
As the young man was walking away, he realized that situation was true in his own life as well. His
faith was okay – he was getting by – but if he took the time to read and study the Bible, he would be
rewarded with so much more knowledge and wisdom.

MULTNOMAH ANNOUNCER

PAGE 05

VOLUNTEER CALL

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. - 1 Peter 4:10
THE A/V TEAM NEEDS YOU
MPC has been blessed with a new livestream system that helps us share the
good news with those at home and all over the world! But to continue providing
this service, we do need people willing to help us run the livestream feed.
If you're not feeling as confident in your technical abilities, we could also use
some more people to run the slides during worship. If you would be willing to
help with one of these tasks at least once a month (or even every 5-6 weeks),
we would love to teach you. Please send a note to the office, or reach out to
Ray McKean for more info.

CAN YOU SPARE A SMILE?
It's a wonderful feeling for newcomers to see a friendly face as they enter the church.
Greeters welcome folks with the love of Jesus and assist newcomers in any way that they can.
Ushers pass out programs, assist people in finding seats, and perform a headcount during
worship. This is a great opportunity to welcome guests and make them feel comfortable.
Please consider coming early one Sunday every other month and helping out. If you are willing to
help, kindly phone or email the office with the dates you wish to serve, or use this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FAFAD2BA4FACF8-hospitality .

FACILITATING FELLOWSHIP
The beautiful fall season is just around the corner and with it comes the need
for volunteers to help with coffee hour. You can help by either assisting with a
coffee hour or simply drop off cookies or pre-packaged treats to the kitchen. In
the next couple of months we need people to assist on September 18 and 25,
or October 16 and 23. If you’d like to be a part of this service to the church,
please contact Sherri Kessler. Also, a continued thanks to those who
consistently make coffee hour possible each Sunday.

GET IN TOUCH WITH NATURE
No matter the season, we are always in need of volunteers to help with the many grounds
maintenance projects such as trimming bushes, weeding, raking leaves, and cutting back ivy from
the trees. If you would be willing to help keep our church property looking great, please contact
Dennis Zerba at dennis_zerba@msn.com or call 503-710-7128.

MULTNOMAH ANNOUNCER

PAGE 06

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
- Galatians 6:10
HELP OUR CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
We are looking for volunteers who would be interested in helping with our children during worship.
We need people to help with Sunday School, all curriculum and supplies will be provided. It's
usually a 25 minute class, involving a short story and activity time, followed by a bit of time for kids
to choose from games and art projects that will be set up for you. We also need people willing to
provide childcare for our preschool and younger children during worship in the nursery. You must
complete a background check and have been attending MPC for at least 6 months to be
considered. Contact Heather Hellman or Kate England if you are interested in learning more.

SPREAD YOUR WINGS AT DOVE
Dove Christian Preschool is looking for volunteers to be a part of the preschool board. The board
meets the first Tuesday each month during the school year. Responsibilities vary, so connect with
Kate Eyberg (current board President) for more information (mpcdoveboard@gmail.com).
Dove is also seeking volunteers to help with a few preschool events throughout the year (Back to
School Night in October, Christmas Program in December, & Spring Luncheon in March).
Help mainly includes set up/clean up for cookie service, kitchen duties for the luncheon. If you're
interested in serving the preschool families, this would be an outstanding way to periodically get
involved. Contact Kate Eyberg or Barb Jones (barbejomobile@gmail.com) for more information and
to sign up.

BECOME A WEBMASTER
Not the digital type, but the type associated with spiders. We need someone
who can go around the church once or twice a month removing cobwebs from
ceilings and walls, windows, light fixtures and any other areas where they
magically appear. We have a couple of brushes that work great and they have a
long extension handle for reaching those high places from the floor.
Please contact Dennis Zerba at dennis_zerba@msn.com or call 503-710-7128.

SEEKING DEDICATED DUST BUNNY
For some reason dust keeps appearing on mainly horizontal surfaces around the church.
To combat this accumulation, we are seeking someone who can go around the church once or
twice a month removing dust from horizontal surfaces such as windowsills, furniture, counters, etc.
We have Swiffer dusters that work well for this. Please contact Dennis Zerba (see contact above).
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DOVE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL
Dove Christian Preschool will be in full swing for the school
year starting September 12. We're starting out the year
learning about God's promise to us, learning about Noah.
We'll have many other activities mixed in during the month as
we get to know each other. Thank you for your prayers and
support of Dove's students and teachers as we navigate
another year.
Our Pre II class is full, but we do have a few more
spaces in the Pre I class. If you know anyone with
a 3-year-old who would like to come to Dove,
please have them contact us at www.dovepreschool.com
or dovechristianpreschool@gmail.com.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
We hope you are staying cool in this hot weather!
We are rescheduling our meeting at the home of Kathleen Loomis to discuss the purpose and
future of Presbyterian Women. We invite anyone interested in participating in this discussion to
attend. Kathleen will be emailing many of you in the next few days.
Enjoy your holiday weekend!

PRAYER
You’re invited to call or email the church with any prayer
requests (joys, concerns, and updates) you have, and they will
be forwarded on to the Prayer Team who is continuing to meet
via Zoom each Tuesday evening.

MINISTERING TO EACH OTHER
Our church family includes several "homebound" individuals –
those who now have temporary or permanent limitations
reducing their involvement in the church. When our
homebound congregants are unable to come to church,
we can take the church to them through prayers, visits, rides
to church, and letters. Please inform the deacons as you
become aware of someone who is homebound.
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MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL SINGERS
Choir begins again on Wednesday, September 7th!
Rehearsals will be from 7:00 to 8:15pm in the fellowship hall.
Masks will be optional, but a desire to praise our Lord
through song is required!

Weekly
Musical Gatherings
Worship Praise Team
Sundays
9: 15 - 10: 00am

Please contact Ray if you have any questions (email:
ray.mckean4@gmail.com, or cell: 503-277-3480)

MPC UKULELES
Ever wanted to play ukulele but didn't know where to start?
Come join Ray on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:00pm to learn
the basics and play for fun with others.

MPC Ukeleles
Wednesdays
6: 30 - 7: 00pm

(Starting Sept 7th)

Limited ukuleles are available for those who don't have
their own instrument.

Chancel Choir
Wednesdays
7: 00 - 8: 15pm

Once again, please contact Ray if you have any questions
(contact info above).

MARIMBA ENSEMBLES
Did you know MPC has two marimba ensembles, both of
which are accepting new members this fall?!
Rejoice! Marimba Ensemble is made up of youth in grades
5 thru 12, and meets Saturdays from 11:15am to noon,
starting September 10.
Jubilation! Marimba Ensemble is our adult group, and meets
Saturdays from 10:00 to 11:00am, starting September 10.
Contact Amy McKean for further info or to sign up!
amckean1@ttsd.k12.or.us or 503-939-2266.

(Starting Sept 7th)

Jubilation! Marimba Ensemble
Saturdays
10: 00 - 11: 00am

(Starting Sept 10th)

Rejoice! Marimba Ensemble
(Youth, grades 5 - 12)
Saturdays
11: 15am - Noon

(Starting Sept 10th)

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
The church office is preparing to publish a new church directory, and we need your help!
If you’ve moved, changed your phone number, updated your email, or know of anyone else whose
information may have changed this year, please contact your Deacon or the church office.
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YOUTH
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
IS STARTING BACK UP THIS FALL
We are excited to get back into the rhythms of fall at MPC,
and one of our favorite things about fall is the return of
our Sunday School during 10:30 worship for kids
kindergarten through 5th grade. We look at a story
together, have a learning activity, and then kids are invited
to choose from a variety of art and game stations. On
Communion Sundays we make sure the kids are back
upstairs in time to experience the sacrament with their
families. We are also working on care options for our
younger children during the service. We expect Sunday
School to start in late September, watch the weekly eblasts
for more updates.

GOOD NEWS 'TUES'

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP FOR 2ND-5TH GRADE
Our monthly youth group for younger kids will start on Monday, September 19th from
6:00-7:30. We will meet at the Open Door (youth building across the parking lot) for games,
snacks and some time exploring the Bible.

YOUTH GROUP FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
We will not meet the first week of September to let everyone adjust to their school schedules,
then we will meet for combined group on Wednesday September 14th, then the next week we
will split Wednesday 9/21 for High School, Thursday 9/22 for Middle School 7-8:30. Incoming 6th
graders can start on the 22nd.

YOUTH GROUP MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, September 17th from 7-9:00, we will have a movie and game night for middle and
high school students at the Open Door. We will vote on the movie at youth group on the 14th.

ALASKA MISSION REPORT
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH

Join us in worship on the 18th to hear from some of our Alaska mission participants about the
amazing experiences we had on our trip in July.
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Pastor Nominating Committee
Recommendation Form

During the month of September, the Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC) will
work on proposing a slate of nominees for the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).
The goal is to present a PNC slate to the congregation for a vote at a congregational
meeting in October. This is an important project and your prayers for the CNC are
appreciated — as are any names you wish to suggest to the CNC for their
consideration.
The PNC’s task is prayerfully and faithfully to identify the next pastor God has in mind
for MPC. Therefore, the CNC will be striving for a PNC that’s representative of the
whole congregation and whose members are:

Knowledgeable about MPC and the surrounding community, and
committed to a life of Christian discipleship;
Known for their genuine concern for the whole church and for
their good judgment;
Able to work well as members of a team, and maintain objectivity,
fairness, patience, and a positive attitude throughout the search
process;
Able to make a significant commitment of their time, energy, and
very best wisdom;
Willing to accept this as a task of spiritual discernment, not being
easily influenced by personal desires or congregational politics,
but rather listening for the voice of God;
Able to honor confidentiality.
I would like to suggest the following person(s) for consideration to serve on
MPC’s Pastor Nominating Committee:

Please give completed forms to Karen Black, or put in the offering basket as soon as
possible. Thank you!
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
LOVED BY CHRIST, WE LOVE. SERVED BY CHRIST, WE SERVE.
INVITED BY CHRIST, WE GO, INVITING OTHERS TO HIM.

