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From the Pastor…

December 2021

“Waiting is a period of learning. The longer we wait, the more we hear about
him for whom we are waiting.”
-The Book of Common Prayer

Dear MPC Family,
By the time you read this, our church will be journeying through the season of Advent, a time of holy
waiting and anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ. This year, we are very excited to be worshipping
together in-person throughout the season...thanks be to God! On Tuesday, December 7th at 7:00PM, our
church will be hosting Blue Christmas, a service of remembrance, healing, and hope. While we can
certainly appreciate the decorations and Christmas cheer, we also recognize the pain, the loss, and the grief
that has marked this pandemic season in particular. And so, we welcome all to join us for this special
worship service, which represents an alternative space wherein we can bring all of our cares, anxieties, and
burdens into the presence of Jesus. Additionally, we are delighted to host Christmas Eve Worship in our
sanctuary this year. What a gift it will be to fill our sanctuary with the songs of Christmas again! And if you
have been thinking about returning to in-person worship, the Advent season is a great time to re-engage:
we would love to see you.
I also want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who submitted pledge cards for 2022. At this point,
we have received $254,838 in financial pledges for next year, with 47 individuals/families increasing their
pledge from 2021. We continue to be amazed by the faithfulness and generosity of our church family! In
addition, a number of you filled out a “Dedication Form,” indicating your intent to support the church with
your time and talent. I am so encouraged by what God is doing in our midst, and I joyfully anticipate
celebrating Advent & Christmas with you!
Yours in Jesus,

Advent Sermon Series: “And He Will Be
Called…”
Sunday, 11/28: “Wonderful Counselor”
Sunday, 12/5: “Mighty God”
Sunday, 12/12: “Everlasting Father”
Sunday, 12/19: “Prince of Peace”
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Finance and Administration Update
Greetings MPC! Your Finance Team has been hard at work for the
past several weeks. In early November, we kicked off our pledge
campaign for 2022, and we celebrated “Pledge Sunday” on
November 21st. At this point, we have received $254,838 in pledges
for 2022. Additionally, 47 individuals/families have increased their
pledge from the previous year! As always, we are so grateful for your
generosity and your commitment to being the hands and feet of
Jesus in our community. If you would still like to make a pledge for
2022, you may submit a pledge card through the mail or online at
multpreschurch.org/pledge2022.

Income
Expenses
Net

October 2021

Year to Date

$ 45,806
$ 31, 193
$ 14,613

$ 296,595
$ 306,097
$ (9, 502)

Thanks to a very strong financial month of October, we are in a more favorable position as we approach the
end of the year. Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of MPC. Wishing you a
blessed Advent season as we wait faithfully for our Lord!

Presbyterian Women

December brings a time of Joyous celebration for us all!
We would like you to help us celebrate a special event that
happened on December 30, 1921!! WOW, 100 years ago!!
Our beloved Maxine Shuler was born!
To celebrate Maxine during December, we would like to shower her
with birthday wishes. Cards can be sent to Maxine anytime during
December at Astor House, 3801 Hayes St., Rm 125
Newberg, OR 97132-7377. Or you can drop a card off for her at
the MPC office and we will deliver. Thank you for helping make
Maxine feel our love and have her birthday extra Special!!

May you all have a Blessed Christmas Season!
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Buildings & Grounds Update
Outdoor Workday
On October 30, an outdoor workday at MPC was held with a very good turnout of volunteers and nice
weather. Major work was accomplished cleaning up the landscape areas around the Fellowship Hall and
Office as well the bank and entry area near the sign along with getting a few windows washed. Special
thanks to Amy Clement and Dick Eyberg for arranging a sub sandwich lunch. Those participating in the
workday were: Margie Bender, Dick Eyberg, Amy Clements, Karen & Jesse Black, Danny & Joshua Peters,
Rick & Jennifer Aberle, Roy & Jackie Magnusson, Darlene Higgenbottom, Julie Meyer, John Green, Sue
Ballenger, Steve & Caroline Brandt, Lisa Shelley, Dave Tomastik, Betsy Deich, Kelly, Maicy & Hazel
Kindrick and Dennis Zerba. Thanks to Steve Brandt for taking the pictures.

News About MPC Alerts
Our church is now using a mass texting system called Clearstream. It is similar to the MPC
Alert system we have had in the past. We will send texts to your mobile device whenever we
have time sensitive events, such as weather problems or changes in service times, or when the church has
information that needs to be dispersed quickly.
If you have previously signed up to receive MPC Alerts, you are still enrolled. If you would like to be
enrolled, please contact Dave Tomastik (d_tomastik@hotmail.com) or the church office with your name
and mobile phone number and we will place you on the list.
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Missions Ministry
COLD WEATHER KITS
Winter is here and temperatures are dropping, and our neighbors living on the streets are in need of clean,
dry items to keep them warm. Like last year, we are collecting winter/cold-weather kits to be distributed by
HOMEpdx to the unsheltered population living around the park blocks in downtown Portland. You can
bring your kits in to the church whenever you would like, but the last day for drop-off is Sunday, December
19th so that the kits can be delivered in time for Christmas. Complete kits are preferred but loose items will
be accepted as well.
The preferred kit would include: a scarf, a pair of gloves, a hat, a pair of socks
And, optionally: non-perishable snacks or treats (nothing too hard, because of dental issues), chap stick,
hand warmers, thermal blankets, hygiene supplies, personalized notes
Whenever possible, please choose items that would be suitable for both men and women.
Please keep in mind that the recipients do not have access to laundry and may dispose of the items if they
become too dirty so these items do not need to be of expensive quality. Ideally kits would be dressed up a
little with ribbons, bows, or tissue paper so that it feels like a gift, and bundled into a ziplock or waterproof
bag to keep them clean and dry until they are opened.
THANKSGIVING AT STEPHEN'S CREEK CROSSING
The Lord has blessed our church and were able to show our gratitude by providing 30 Thanksgiving meals
to residents of Stephen's Creek Crossing, the low-income housing community in our neighborhood. 30
fresh turkeys and 30 gift cards were distributed to families living at Stephen's Creek, along with hand
towels and oven mitts that had been donated to MPC.
PAMOJA HOUSE
Pamoja House is in desperate need of more men and women volunteers. They need help with:
• once a week food pick up,
• men's ESL helpers (evening),
• women's classroom helpers,
• online teachers,
• preschool helpers (even grandmas willing to hold little ones)
• driver's ed instructors

MPC Staff Update
For the past seven years, Courtney Tomastik has been serving as the Office Manager at Multnomah,
and she will be retiring from that position in early 2022. Her last day in the office will be Friday,
February 11th. We are so grateful for the gifts she has brought to MPC for the past several years,
especially as our church has navigated a pastoral transition and a global pandemic. Courtney’s
administrative gifts, along with her joyful disposition, have been a wonderful blessing to us.
In retirement, Courtney looks forward to spending more time with her family and traveling with Dave. Of course, you
will continue to see Courtney around MPC. In the coming weeks, please be sure to tell Courtney how grateful we are
for her service to us. Thank you, Courtney!
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Dove has been blessed with so much this year, and we’re especially grateful for the kids and their families.
We have made it through almost 4 months of school and everything is fairly normal. The kids are learning
and having a great time together. During the few weeks we have in December, the kids will learn about
baby Jesus and the Christmas story. We are fortunate that the kids can share this story with their families
at an evening Christmas program. They have been learning Christmas songs which they will present to
their families, dressed in the cute
costumes that have been part of the
Dove Christmas program for many,
many years. It will be a night to
remember. Dove will be closed for 2
weeks to celebrate Christmas and
New Year. On behalf of all the kids
and their families, and Teacher
Barb & Teacher Katrina...we wish
you a very blessed, joy-filled and
Dove Class of 2018
fun Christmas season.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
MPC will be hosting a Blue Christmas service
on Tuesday, December 7th, in person and live
streamed on our YouTube channel.
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Prayer
You’re invited to call or email the
church with any prayer requests
you have and they will be forwarded
on to the Prayer Team who is
continuing to meet via Zoom each
Tuesday evening.

Please keep those who
can’t make it to church
each Sunday in your
prayers:
Maxine Shuler

Deacon News for You
Merry Christmas from your Deacons.
We pray that your Thanksgiving was full of thankfulness, faith, love and fun!
We have so many Blessings in our lives and if you would enjoy adding yours, please email Janet Lowrey at
pdxjlow@gmail.com.
*Libby feels blessed by volunteering with the Lutheran Community Services for refugees.
*Janet L. feels blessed for Robyn being the co-Deacon moderator as she leaves the Deacon team in
December.
*Mary P. feels blessed for Nancy T’s health, her health and the growing relationship with the 9 year old
she and Allen continue to mentor.
*Dave feels blessed for spending time with family in New Jersey.
*Jaonna feels blessed for her health
*Robyn feels blessed for her time with Sylvia Dilworth.
A wonderful Christmas present idea for family and friends: choose a specific Bible verse for that person and
wrap it up as a gift.
We wish you a very Blessed Christmas

…

“May the God of Hope fill you with Joy and Peace.” Romans 15:13
Janet Lowrey Co-Deacon Moderator - 503-347-9967
Robyn Biehler C0-Deacon Moderator - 503-351-4780
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multpresyouth

4

Cameron Carlson

5

Sam Jones

6

Elise Soumokil

7

Mike Clopton
Gene Meyer

9

Shannon McKenzie

11

Amy McKean
Lily Blauer

12

Jane Gauger

13

Ratna Pattison
Lisa Pridgen

15

Howard Hermanson
Cayla Papke

17

Tommy Barth

18

Niko Aberle
Daniel Eyberg

22

Hank Downing

23

Gary Miillé

24

Annette Carlson

28

Dave Johnson

29

Susan Peña
Erik Gauger

30

Maxine Shuler

God with us, Immanuel, is such an important part of
Advent. Jesus chose to dwell with us, in our mess, in our
pain and in our joys and celebrations. This advent, we
want to celebrate that as a church family with a little
fun. We have peg doll nativity sets for everyone. We
would love it if you would decorate your nativity to reflect you/your
family. If Mary, Joseph, and Jesus showed up at your doorstep, what
would/could that look like? Then, because God is with us all, and we
are meant to live our faith together, not alone, will you send in a
photo of your nativity we can include in our worship images? Stop by
the tent on the lawn this Sunday after worship where you may pick up
your peg doll nativity set and some supplies to help you decorate, or
stick around a bit and decorate it right there. More are available in
the office.
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Advent Fun Sponsored by the Youth

December Announcer

7555 SW 45th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219-1516

Return Service Requested
Dated Material
Please Do Not Delay

Our Mission Statement:
Loved by Christ, we love. Served by Christ, we serve.
Invited by Christ, we go, inviting others to Him.

