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From the Pastor…

October 2021

Dear MPC Family,
It was such a joy to see so many of you at our outdoor service on
September 26th! I’m so grateful for that opportunity to gather
in the worship of Jesus, to share fellowship in Him, and thus
remind ourselves that we are never alone. A special thanks to
our Jubilation! Marimba Ensemble, our Praise Team, and all of
the behind-the-scenes volunteers who put this event together.
I ended up eating ice cream for lunch, which is a great day in
my book! At the service, I shared a passage of Scripture from
Exodus, chapter 17. It’s a story about Moses, the shepherd of
God’s people, who was given the daunting task of leading the
Israelites as they battled a foreign enemy, the Amalekites:
“As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his
hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it
under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—
so that his hands remained steady till sunset.” -Exodus 17:11-12
It’s a powerful image of community, isn’t it? Aaron and Hur holding up Moses when he couldn’t stand on
his own...this is what God calls us to be as the church! We are called to encourage one another, to pray for
one another, and to bear each other’s burdens. This is God’s design for our lives. We were not created for
isolation and autonomy. We were made for community.
UPCOMING SERMONS
We were made to do life together. In this season, let’s be
a church that holds each other
Sermon Series: Teach Us to Pray: Exploring
up. How can you be an Aaron
the Lord’s Prayer
or a Hur?
Sunday, 10/3: “Thy Will Be Done”
With you on the journey,
Sunday, 10/10: “Our Daily Bread”
-Pastor Danny Peters
Sunday, 10/17: “Forgive Us Our Debts”
Sunday, 10/24: “Lead Us Not Into Temptation”
Sunday, 10/31: “The Power and the Glory”
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Finance and Administration Update
F&A Committee met on September 21st, 2021 to review the financial reports and discuss a number of
agenda items as outlined below. Budget performance through August is as follows.

Income
Expenses
Net

This Month

Year to Date

$ 22,229
$ 29,068
$ (6,839)

$ 224,167
$ 239,528
$ (15,360)

We are now two thirds of the way through 2021 and slightly behind budget. This is not unexpected given
the impact that the pandemic has had on so many financially. As it turns out, a number of expenses are
“front loaded” each year and so the typical pattern of budget performance is to catch up to budget later in
the year. F&A did not recommend any actions to adjust spending at this time. We do encourage everyone
to send in pledged offerings monthly so we can plan with confidence.
We have begun the budget process for the coming year (2022) with distribution of the draft budgets to
various committees for review. These will be pulled together early in October and presented to the
congregation as a draft budget for comment in November.
We continue to track and support the work of the Worship Committee in developing technical plans to
implement on line worship as outreach in the future.
Finally, it was great to see so many of you at our outdoor service on Sunday. It is wonderful to be able to
gather together once while still providing on line services to those who cannot attend in person. We look
forward to a beautiful fall and 2021-2022 year.
May God Bless and Keep You,
Your Finance and Administration Committee

Adult Education
ADULT SUNDAY BEGINS OCTOBER 3RD AT 9:30 AM!!
Now that we have settled into fall, it is time to start up our Adult Sunday School class. We will meet in
person at 9:30 am in Room 107 starting October 3rd. Everyone will need to be masked and socially
distanced for this to happen, and we ask participants to refrain from bringing food or beverages to
class. This will allow us to maintain mask use. The room is basically set up for the Dove Preschool so we
will not have adult-sized tables for our use. We will continue our journey with The Bible Project but since
we are meeting in person, the format will vary slightly. If you have any questions, please reach out to Kate
England at kate.england.645@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you all - in person!!
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Buildings & Grounds Update
Audio/Video Upgrades
We have completed most of the hardware installation and are working to resolve some video issues. Trying
to pin down whether the problem with cameras briefly blanking out is associated with the cameras or vMix
software. We now have the capability to livestream to YouTube and to the TV in the Fellowship Hall.
Play Area Tent
A 20x30 tent has been procured along with anchoring hardware and tie downs to provide a covered play
area north of the preschool. Installation will take place once all the tent components have been received.
Flow Through Planter
We are currently working to address issues identified by a city Environmental Services inspector
associated with the flow through planter. Need to cleanout dead material in the bottom of the planter and
fill in blank areas with new plants.
Parking Lot Lights
Earlier in the summer a dead tree fell into the upper parking
and in the process clipped the powerlines going to the parking
lot lights. This caused the powerlines to rap around each other
and trip the circuit breaker. We had a contractor with a bucket
truck come in and untangle the wires to restore the lights to
working order.
Volunteer Opportunities
We are currently in need of volunteers to help with many grounds maintenance projects such as trimming
bushes, weeding and cutting back ivy from the trees. We are also looking for someone to wash windows
inside and out. If you would be willing to help in some way, please contact Dennis Zerba at
dennis_zerba@msn.com or call 503.710.7128

News About MPC Alerts
Our church is now using a mass texting system called Clearstream. It is similar to the MPC
Alert system we have had in the past. We will send texts to your mobile device whenever we
have time sensitive events, such as weather problems or changes in service times, or when the church has
information that needs to be dispersed quickly.
If you have previously signed up to receive MPC Alerts, you are still enrolled. If you would like to be
enrolled, please contact Dave Tomastik (d_tomastik@hotmail.com) or the church office with your name
and mobile phone number and we will place you on the list.
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Missions Ministry
Disaster Relief
At the September meeting, the Mission Committee approved two donations to be sent to Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance: the first for Earthquake relief in Haiti, and the second for relief for Hurricane Ida.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance's motto is “Out of Chaos, Hope.” They provide immediate and long-term
assistance and we're grateful that they can be God's loving, helping hands on Earth as these two areas
recover from catastrophic damage.
Pamoja House
Pamoja House is still in need of volunteers, especially someone to help out in the preschool during
women's classes from 9:30AM-12:00AM on Thursdays on a weekly basis, or to be available as a substitute
for when one of the regular volunteers is not able to make it. If you enjoy rocking toddlers, singing “Old
McDonald,” reading picture books, or attending pretend tea parties, this may be the job for you. Lisa
Shelley (xashesxashesx@gmail.com) is a volunteer in the preschool at Pamoja House. Please get in touch
with her to ask any questions or if you are interested.
HOMEpdx
We have good news from HOMEpdx! During the past year, they have led an amazing ministry to keep the
unsheltered community in their vicinity fed with sack lunches. Fortunately, it seems that new opportunities
for food have led to a lower demand. This means that HOMEpdx can return to the community events and
face-to-face time that is the heart of their mission:
“Starting in September, we will be handing out food in old and new ways other than sack lunches in the
Park Blocks. We will be inviting people into the church for an afternoon of conversation and snacks as they
take turns taking showers, doing laundry, and accessing resources. We are already walking the streets
early on Wednesdays with coffee, hot chocolate and food. And we are driving to camps that are too far out
to access regular services. We deliver 750 pounds of pantry food items as well as sack and hot lunches.
And we ride out on bikes on Thursdays to deliver supplies including lunches and food to camps near
downtown. All of this is done as we meet people face-to-face, learn names, and hear stories.”

Session Update
At the last Session meeting, the elders took the following action:
• Allocated $1764 from line item 1328 to support the scholarship program fund at Nairobi
Evangelical Graduate School of Theology.
• Authorized the expenditure of $1700 from Designated Fund #312 to Artisan Pianos for
maintenance/ improvements to the piano in the MPC Sanctuary.
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Quilters
Looking for a fun, worthwhile, interesting and much-needed involvement in the Church??? Come join us
on Monday afternoons from 1-3 PM. Come visit, try a job or two, or find out what you might be able to do at
home, on your own time! Following is a list of small and larger jobs which need willing hands to complete.
CARES Northwest gives these quilts to abused children for their comfort during recovery time.
These are jobs which might fit your talents:
1. Ironing backings and tops before the batting is put in between.
2. Safety-pinning quilt top, batting, and backing together.
3. Tying every square with provided materials. This can be done at home!!!
4. Matching backings to quilt tops.
5. Machine-binding the edges. This is a home job.
6. Cutting fabric into 6-inch squares to be used for tops. Tools provided.
7. Shopping at fabric store for plain backing material. Instructions provided.
8. Constructing labels which are sewn on the quilts. Lessons provided!
9. Socializing with each other on a regular basis is one of the perks!!!
Blessings,
Priscilla, Claudia, Jackie, Darlene, Anne B., Kathleen, Caroline B., and Evelyn P.

Preschool children are once again coming to Dove Christian Preschool. We even have a student whose
mother attended Dove as a child! The first 2 weeks have been filled with getting adjusted to the schedule,
learning how to co-exist with others, and getting used to being away from parents for a few hours. Both
classes have done well and we're excited as the year moves forward. In September, we've been talking about
children around the world, and making crafts from certain countries. We're learning that even though we
have differences, God loves us all and wants us to love and embrace everyone. In October, we'll be learning
about how God looks out for us, as well as preparing for fun Halloween celebrations.
Thank you for your prayers for Dove - the children and their families, the teachers, and the continued
success of the Dove program. We are very blessed!
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Prayer
You’re invited to call or email the
church with any prayer requests
you have and they will be forwarded
on to the Prayer Team who is
continuing to meet via Zoom each
Tuesday evening.

Please keep those who
can’t make it to church
each Sunday in your
prayers:
Maxine Shuler

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of longtime member, Joanne Goodfellow. Joanne’s Memorial
Service will be held at MPC on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at
1:00 pm. Please keep Steve and their family in your prayers.

Deacon News for You
Hi MPC from your Deacons,
We met on Zoom for our September meeting and decided to begin a monthly “God’s Blessings” for our
monthly Announcer contribution.
It’s very important for us all to take a moment and see a blessing that God has given us. Sooooo if you feel
inclined, please email Robyn at bthkfl46@gmail.com with your “blessing” and she will include it in the next
Announcer.
September Blessings have come from:
*Jan - sharing her blessings about her health improvements.
*Mary - sharing her niece’s health has brought her family closer and closer to God.
*Christi - blessing us all with her volunteering to be our new Bereavement Coordinator.
*Janet L. - blessing us all with her volunteering to be our new Westside Community event coordinator.
*Robyn - Danny blessing us with his sermon series on “How to Pray.”
We look forward to hearing from you so we can count your Blessings and celebrate the way(s) God has
blessed your life.
Please remember if you or someone you know needs food, housing, and/or other assistance, please contact
our church office 503-246-5459 and/or your Deacon.
May we send our blessing to you:
Psalm 27:14 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the
LORD.
God Bless you,
Janet Lowrey Co-Deacon moderator - 503-347-9967
Robyn Biehler Co-Deacon moderator - 503-351-4780
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multpresyouth

2

Kristen Young

3

José Carlos Peña
Ryan Soumokil

4

Christie Sargent

6

Ann Lemon
Madison Megarry
Linda Miillé

7

Kathy McCourt

12

Karen Beers
Tim Colenso

15

Pat Bell

18

Chester Hill

19

Sue Williams

22

Emily Megarry
Callie Wheeler

23

Lisa Bode

24

Wyatt McKenzie

27

Shari Erickson

28

Dennis Erickson

31

Jack Bertell
Dick Eyberg

OCTOBER 3- SUNDAY FUNDAY FOR KIDS
Kinder-5th grade during 10:30 worship. We will have
an outdoor space for kids to gather during worship on
the first Sunday of each month. Socially distanced
games and activities will help us understand God's love
for us and the Bible. Kids can be dropped off in the outdoor gathering
space before the start of worship and picked up at the conclusion. We will
not have snacks, and we will require mask wearing.
OCTOBER 19TH- GOOD NEWS TUES RETURNS
We will gather outdoors and with masks for our 2nd-5th grade
youth group. We will start at 6:00 pm and end at 7:30 pm
for games, activities and learning. We won't be having dinner
together until we return to inside GNT, which will likely not be
until sometime in 2022.
TRUNKS OF TREATS
MPC, it's time for some FUN!!!
Let's have some fun creating a special event for kids and
families with another round of Trunks of Treats this year.
Last year we had a great time decorating our cars and
hanging out while kids got to trick or treat in
an environment where everyone was masked and
following Covid safety protocols. We want to do that again, but since
Halloween falls on a Sunday, let's make it a lunch date after church! After
our 10:30 worship service, we can all decorate our cars in the parking lot
and then invite the trick or treaters to come at Noon! We can be done with
all the fun before it even gets dark. We are also working on getting a food
truck to be around so no one has to make lunch. We will be outside and
wearing masks (except when distanced for lunch). More details and a Sign
Up Genius link will be heading to your email box soon. Whether you plan
on decorating a car trunk and passing out candy, or just want to stay for
the fun after church, you are welcome!

Presbyterian Women
It’s already October! Where does the time go? Now that
the church will be having an in-person service each Sunday,
we might consider getting together also, as long as we wear
masks and keep our distance. What do you think? We
could also have a meeting on Zoom or discuss things through emails. How
about a project that all women could take part in without having to meet,
such as collecting food for our community or taking turns making soup for
one of the missions in downtown Portland? Whatever we choose to do, we
could make it a monthly project during the fall and winter.
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Our Mission Statement:
Loved by Christ, we love. Served by Christ, we serve.
Invited by Christ, we go, inviting others to Him.

